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29 October 2020 

 

UKHMLC - PUBLIC INQUIRY, FURTHER INFORMATION 

  

Dear Sir, 

1. Further to the Evidence in Chief I presented to the Inspector on 22 October 2020, and the 
subsequent cross-examination of said evidence, I am writing to provide some additional 
information in relation to the responses I gave to Mr Doctor in particular and in respect of the 
document submitted to the Inquiry by Mr Doctor (CD14.09). 

2. Please note that the information below is as concise and clear as the time and format allows 
me with this additional information, as the provision of a more detailed and comprehensive 
response is currently outside of the scope of time available.  

3. My notes relates to topics as follows: 
a. Bulgaria – regarding the comments made by Mr Doctor about the number of Bulgarian 

victims  of the Holocaust (“nought percent of the population” in comparison to the 
figure of 11,400 victims I made reference to), I would like to draw the Inspector's 
attention to an announcement by the Bulgarian parliament in 2013, acknowledging 
that approximately 20,000 Jews were quietly expelled in 1943 from the capital Sofia to 
the provinces under Bulgarian rule, from which the majority were then deported to 
death camps in Poland. Until then, the account that Bulgaria had saved its entire 
Jewish population prevailed, despite mounting evidence to the contrary. In addition, all 
Jewish men between to ages of 20 and 40 were drafted for forced labour after 1941.  
This is accounted for in detail in Yad-Vashem, but for ease of reference I attach a 
relevant BBC article from the time at Appendix 1 to this Note.   

b. Number of Countries  

i. sources differ on the number of countries (for the reasons I mentioned in 
detail when cross examined), but also for a reason I didn’t mention, which is 
the difference in opinion on which countries should even be included in this list 
the first place. For example, many databases do not include Finland at all, I 
assume due to the relatively small number of victims involved. Even more 
strangely, in our opinion, Tunisia is regularly excluded from such lists as the 
focus is often on European Jewry. However, we took a decision to include 
Tunisia in our list, as the country was invaded and occupied by the German 
army, and it is estimated that between 600-700 Tunisian Jews died in labour 
and concentration camps in Tunisia and Libya. A good starting point on this has 
been published by Yad Vashem which I attach at Appendix 2 to this Note.  

ii. There is a wider consensus, backed by the Elie Wiesel Foundation, that the US 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC and Yad-Vashem centre in 
Jerusalem are accepted authorities on most matters to do with Holocaust-
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related statistics, but even these two highly respected institutions differ in 
their listing of countries. Both the USHMM and Yad Vashem lists or refer to 21 
countries, yet include or exclude Tunisia and Finland respectively (the USHMM 
list is attached at Appendix 3 to this Note).  We chose to take a broader view 
which includes all countries, albeit perhaps at a point during the war years 
when a country was subsumed into another, hence our number of 22.  

c. Number of Victims – Similarly, it is difficult to find a widely-accepted absolute figure 
for Jewish victims of the Holocaust. This relates both to the records available at the 
time of death and to an issue I have alluded to, stemming from the difficulty of 
measuring the Jewish populations in the first place (…self-determination, and 
questions or faith, ethnicity, assimilation, inter-marriage, etc.). The two institutions I 
mentioned above provide estimates varying between 5.85 million to 6.27 million. 
These numbers are continuously revisited on the basis of new censuses, recently 
unearthed archives in various countries, and further research, and have even varied in 
the course of the last 4 years of our involvement in the UKHMLC project. It therefore 
seemed important to me to highlight during cross examination the commonly 
accepted, yet hardly accurate, reference to 6 million as a representative rounded 
figure.  

4. When it comes to the attempt to provide conclusive and accurate statistical accounting, I 
believe one can ultimately only form an educated opinion, and never reach a finite, accurate, 
single figure. To illustrate this further, I have attached at Appendix 4 to this Note a fascinating 
(if chilling) link to a body of research from the US National Library of Medicine, on patterns of 
the Nazi ‘kill rates’. It helps demonstrate, I believe, the depth of scientific rigour required in 
order to draw statistical data from such an event or series of events - and yet, even so, this 
arrives at inconclusive figures.  

5. The above leads me to reiterate that in creating this proposed Memorial, as a piece of art, on 
an architectural scale, we can only use our own interpretation of narratives, and translation of 
statistical and numerical data into artistic motifs. This is hardly scientific but is, I believe, 
carefully considered and well-informed. 

I hope this provides further clarity to my comments. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Asa Bruno, AAdipl RIBA ARB 

Director, Ron Arad Architects Ltd 
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APPENDIX 1  

BBC NEWS: "BULGARIA REGRETS FAILING TO SAVE THOUSANDS OF JEWS IN WWII"  
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APPENDIX 2 

YAD VASHEM: "THE JEWS OF ALGERIA, MOROCCO AND TUNISIA" 
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APPENDIX 3 

USHMM: "JEWISH LOSSES DURING THE HOLOCAUST BY COUNTRY" 
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APPENDIX 4 

LEWI STONE: "QUANTIFYING THE HOLOCAUST: HYPERINTENSE KILL RATES DURING THE 
NAZI GENOCIDE" 
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