








4. Unresolved Matters: Key Development Sites

4.1 The lack of a published methodology and heritage evidence in relation to key development

sites to support the plan's spatial approach, including the tall buildings methodology and policy, are

issues that remain unresolved. HE are concerned that the suitability of key development sites has

not been assessed, and they are unclear how the scale of development, set out in the plan, has been

determined. Historic England question how key development sites can be delivered without harm to

heritage. Historic England consider that some of the key development sites allocated have high

heritage sensitivities and have advised that Heritage Assessments should be carried out to

determine the suitability of sites as part of the evidence base, to inform the scale of development

they can sustainably accommodate, and to inform development criteria in site specific policies.

Historic England considers that these outstanding issues go to the heart of the plan's soundness.

4.2 The council recognises the heritage sensitivity of some of the Key Development Sites but 

considers that a sufficiently thorough and proportionate assessment of each KDS was carried out in 

advance of determining revised indicative housing figures for them. The Council intends to publish a 

topic paper to explain this methodology which included initial analysis of heritage sensitivity. The 

council consider that it is excessive to undertake a full Heritage Assessments for each KDS at this 

stage given that the housing figures are indicative only. The Council do not consider it is the role of 

the local plan to assess in detail the suitability or the capacity of sites in heritage terms. More 

detailed work will be undertaken and consulted on as part of the forthcoming Site Allocations DPD. 

4.3 Westminster City Council and Historic England therefore remain in disagreement on these 

matters. WCC will share a draft of the key development site methodology in advance of submission 

to Secretary of State and this SCG will be updated accordingly should either party's position change. 

5. Signed confirmation

5.1 Both parties consider that the amendments in Section 3 of this Statement of Common 

Ground address the concerns raised by Historic England in their representations in relation to the 

specified policies. 
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