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David Cooper is a solicitor of more than 50 years’ experience who was a senior partner 

at Gouldens (now Jones Day) for 29 years and has run his own practice David Cooper 

& Co since 2002. David is best known for his Town and Country Planning work 

covering major developments throughout the country including football stadia, airports 

and significant commercial and residential buildings. David has conducted around 1100 

planning enquiries for his clients and has also acted, in relation to heritage buildings in 

London and the provinces, for SAVE Britain's Heritage, the Covent Garden Residents' 

Association, the Georgian Society and the Victorian Society.  

Notable buildings in respect of which he has advised include Wentworth Woodhouse, 

the Emirates Stadium, Smithfield Market, Winchester Town Centre, Billingsgate 

Market, Spitalfields Market, Covent Garden Market, the Supreme Court in Parliament 

Square, Athlone House, 1 Knightsbridge, No 1 Poultry, Barlaston Hall, the Royal Opera 

House, Thames Barrier, and the M1-A1 link.   

More recently, David has dealt with many planning issues in Westminster and 

Kensington and Chelsea particularly relating to listed buildings and extensions.  

David’s latest success has been the iconic win in the Supreme Court in December 2018 

of S Franses Ltd v The Cavendish Hotel (London) Ltd, which now makes it far more 

difficult for the commercial landlord to remove a tenant unless absolutely intent on 

carrying out development works.  

David is known as having a very good relationship with both The Crown Estate and The 

Grosvenor Estate and does a considerable amount of work for tenants on both the 

Estates, particularly in Belgravia and St James’s.  

David also advises on a wide range of regulatory matters, white collar crime and fraud, 

Inland Revenue investigations, and commercial litigation. He specializes in private 

mediation in respect of complex litigation ranging from property disputes, to disputes 
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concerning fine art and articles of substantial worth to financial claims in family 

matters. 

He is a Member of the Law Society Specialist Planning Panel and Legal Associate of the 

Royal Town Planning Institute and consultant to a number of leading firms of solicitors. 

 

 













 Additional Note 

 

As a preamble I have read all the proofs of evidence and been involved for a very long time in this 
whole issue. I have deliberately only giving you in this statement my feelings and conclusion, as it is 
up to the advocates to test the evidence and for you to come to a recommendation. 

 

I want to remind everyone that Westminster City Council never made a decision on this matter, 
because by the time it came to committee it had already been called in and therefore it was a fait 
accompli.   

 

Finally, I want to come to the fallback position. If this proposal is turned down, it follows that as 
night follows the day, that any other site will be objected to by various different societies and 
residents.  The result of all this will be, either another Inquiry, a massive further delay or the 
memorial never happening at all. This doesn’t have to be the world’s  best site ( which it probably is 
in any event, in my opinion ) for all the reasons giving; but when the purported harm is balanced 
against the benefits, the scales  swings in favour of the benefits, it has to do no more. 

 

The last point on want to make is about security. It is perfectly obvious that any site dealing with the 
holocaust memorial might provoke extremist activity wherever it was located.   There is a much 
better opportunity of dealing with it in the middle of Westminster, than there is in some remote 
area, where I am sure those who don’t like the memorial would like to place it.  Very lastly, of course 
the memorial will not remove all anti-Semitism. That will only be done by deep education over the 
long period of time, as with every other form of racism. It is a major start  and is in the right direction 
to help to eradicate these monstrous behaviours.  

 

 

 

 

 


