
Page 1  |  Balmoral Castle News |  Issue 19   westminster.gov.uk

BALMORAL CASTLE

CONTACT US
Website

westminster.gov.uk/
balmoral-darwin 

Email

balmoraldarwin@
westminster.gov.uk 

Letters

Growth, Planning  
and Housing 
Development Team, 
Level 13,  
64 Victoria Street, 
London SW1E 6QP

TIMELINE
Summer – Autumn 2019

Early drop-in sessions

Winter 2019/20

Revising designs

Early 2020

First round of public 
consultation

Mid 2020

Second round of public 
consultation

Summer 2020

Target planning 
submission

NEWS

BRINGING YOU THE LATEST NEWS ON EMERGING PROPOSALS FOR BALMORAL CASTLE

November 2019 Issue 1

WELCOME TO YOUR BALMORAL CASTLE NEWSLETTER

In 2018 a community petition asked the council 
to explore the potential for using the site 

of Balmoral Castle to build more community 
supported housing. Since then, council officers 
have started engaging with the community 
on how we can do this in a way that respects 
current residents at the same time as addressing 
Westminster's need for more affordable homes.

We have been engaging with residents since 
July 2019, speaking to a range of people across 
the estate about these emerging proposals and 
gathering feedback to help us with our first stage 
of design. So far, we’ve asked for your initial 
thoughts on: 

 ֬ Bringing new community supported homes  
to the site of Balmoral Castle

 ֬ Exploring the potential to build new affordable 
homes on the neighbouring site of the current 
Darwin House and the nearby garages

 ֬ Ideas for how to make any new community 
supported housing more suitable for  
future residents

We have also asked you:

 ֬ What is important to the Churchill  
Gardens community?

 ֬ How we can work with you to ensure  
the community is part of this process  
going forward?

It's important to note that these emerging 
proposals are at a very early stage and we are 
working hard to incorporate your views and ideas 
as they progress. 

If you haven't had a chance to visit one of our 
drop-in sessions, we are running our next round 
in early 2020. This has been rescheduled from 
November 2019 due to site investigation works. 
We'll be sending out invitations with confirmed 
dates and times shortly.

We are also working on ways to give people 
living close to the site a chance to work with 
us to shape the design in a more hands-on way. 
We’ll update you on this in our next edition of the 
newsletter – watch this space!

Balmoral Castle drop-in event at September's Churchill Gardens Westminster on Wheels day



Page 2  |  Balmoral Castle News  |  Issue 1 2019    westminster.gov.uk

 

OUR COMMITMENTS TO YOU

We are committed to presenting proposals that work for your community. That’s why we’ve made the following 
commitments at the outset: 

 ֬ There would be full replacement of all council homes

 ֬ We are committed to a 100% affordable scheme, which 
means there will be no homes for private sale

 ֬ We would support all residents through the moving process

 ֬ We are committed to asking residents to only move once

 ֬ We would phase works to minimise disruption to residents

 ֬ All new homes would be covered by a local lettings plan, 
meaning that local people in need would be prioritised  
to benefit from any new homes

 ֬ Residents would be at the heart of the development and 
design of a viable project

 ֬ We will respect the heritage and aesthetic values of the site

We welcome your thoughts on these commitments and would 
like to hear what else is important to you and your community. 
If you have any ideas, or would like to suggest ways local 
people could be involved in the project as it evolves, please  
let us know at our next drop-in session, or email us at 
balmoraldarwin@westminster.gov.uk 

Balmoral Castle site, September 2019

UPCOMING SITE INVESTIGATIONS

To ensure that the designs we present to you in the  
new year will work with the site, we are undertaking  

a series of site investigations over the coming weeks. 

These investigations will help us understand what is under 
the ground and inform our first round of designs. 

We have hired experienced contractors, RPS and Murphy 
surveys to carry out a range of works around Balmoral Castle, 
Darwin House, and the garages. This includes surveying the 
land, using devices to detect any utilities under the ground, 
and drilling holes to find out if there is anything we should 
be aware of before we progress designs. 

Unfortunately this work will bring some noise to the 
neighbourhood. We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
Our contractors will also be sure to leave the place exactly  
as they found it. 

We have sent letters to nearby residents of Darwin House, 
Maitland House, Shelley House, and Grosvenor Road 
to notify them of these works. If you are affected by our 
investigations and would like to ask any questions or raise 
concerns, you can contact our team at  
balmoraldarwin@westminster.gov.uk 
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

At our drop-in sessions we have had a wide range of feedback, including a number of questions about our emerging 
proposals and the future of the Balmoral Castle site. We’ve answered some of the most frequently asked questions below. 

For a full list you can visit our website at westminster.gov.uk/balmoral-darwin

Will the new homes be affordable?

Yes, we have committed to building 100% affordable homes  
on this site. 

Will the designs reflect the heights and heritage of the 
surrounding buildings?

Yes, we are committed to making sure any new buildings do 
not exceed the height of Shelley House and reflect the special 
heritage of the estate.

How can we trust that the council will not be developing  
the whole of Churchill Gardens?

The council has no plans for any wider development  
or regeneration of the Churchill Gardens Estate in the  
foreseeable future. 

Why have you decided to move Darwin House Residents?

As Darwin House is no longer up to modern standards for 
community supported housing, we have decided to use this 
opportunity to propose a fit for purpose building which 
would provide a more suitable space for residents. To ensure 
the residents only need to move once, we are exploring the 
potential to build new community supported housing on the 
site of the garages, and then possibly deliver much-needed 
affordable homes on the site of Darwin House.

How will you work with residents of Darwin House and 
their families and carers throughout the process? 

The council’s project team have held meetings between July and 
October to gather feedback from residents, carers and families. 
We will continue to offer one-to-one opportunities for Darwin 
House residents to speak to us. Families and carers can also 
raise any concerns with the Darwin House Community Scheme 
Manager, Richard Booth. If you would like to arrange a meeting 
please contact us at balmoraldarwin@westminster.gov.uk

When will we be able to see more detailed designs? 

You will be able to view our first set of designs at our public 
consultation drop-in sessions in January 2020. We will be 
sending out invitations to these in the coming weeks, and you 
will be able to find them on our website: westminster.gov.uk/
balmoral-darwin

Can you guarantee that Darwin House residents will  
not have to move twice?

Yes, residents will only have to move once. We will also pay  
for movers so that residents will not have to do any of the  
work themselves. 

YOUR FEEDBACK SO FAR

Thank you to everyone who has attended one of our drop-in sessions or written to us to share your thoughts on our 
emerging proposals. We are currently working through your feedback and using it to inform our initial designs. Below 

we’ve summarised some of the key themes we’ve seen so far: 

 ֬ The community must be at the heart of the design process 
going forward

 ֬ Designs must respect the architecture of the estate

 ֬ Preserving green space in the area is very important

 ֬ Residents of Darwin House must be promised a single move 
into any potential new homes

 ֬ Any new homes should be 100% affordable

 ֬ New buildings should respect the height of the  
surrounding blocks

Come along to our next drop-in sessions to see a full 
summary of feedback, our responses, and proposed  
early designs.
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CONTACT US
We are always keen to hear your thoughts  
and ideas on our proposals for Balmoral 
Castle. If you want to share your feedback, 
or add your name to our mailing list, please 
write to us at one of the addresses below: 

Email:  
balmoraldarwin@westminster.gov.uk

Letters:  
Growth, Planning and Housing
Development Team, Level 13,  
64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP

TONY 
HUTCHINSON 
Tony has been working 
for the council since 2015, 
delivering affordable 
housing across Westminster. 
He’s worked on projects 
such as the new Beachcroft 
care home and the new 
extra care scheme planned 
for Carlton Dene. 

ANNALEE 
JONES 
Annalee works for the 
council's community 
engagement team. 
She handles the 
communications and 
runs the drop-in sessions  
for these proposals.

FARAH HASSAN 

Farah works for the 
development team at the 
council, managing projects 
across a number of sites. 
When she's not working on 
this project, she's helping 
to deliver affordable homes 
across the city through the 
council's infills programme.

HENRIETTA 
ATKINSON 
Henrietta works in the 
Development team as a 
senior manager, working 
across a number of housing 
proposals from infills to 
care homes. 

EDITH 
BRANNIGAN  
Edith is a familiar face at 
Churchill Gardens, based 
at the nearby South Area 
office on Lupus Street. 

MEET THE TEAM
Our experienced team is here 
to answer your questions and 
hear your feedback on our 
proposals. Look out for these 
familiar faces at our next 
drop-in sessions, or drop them 
a line at balmoraldarwin@
westminster.gov.uk


