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Westminster Schools Forum Meeting – Notes of Decisions
Date and time of scheduled meeting: Monday 23rd March 2020 at 4.45pm

Location: Westminster City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP
MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO COVID19
	Representing
	Name
	Organisation

	Primary Schools
	6 Members
	

	Primary Head
	Sandra Tyrrell (ST)
	Christchurch Bentinck Primary

	Primary Head
	Darren Guttridge (DG) 
	Edward Wilson CE Primary

	Primary Head
	Louise Ritchie (LR)
	Soho Parish CE Primary

	Primary Governor
	Andrew Garwood-Watkins (AGW) (Chair)
	St Stephens CE Primary  

	Primary Governor
	Vacant
	

	Primary Governor
	Vacant
	

	Secondary schools
	1 Member
	

	Secondary Head
	Eugene Moriarty (EM) 
	St Augustine’s High School

	Secondary Head
	Vacant
	

	Academies
	5 Members
	

	Secondary Non-Recoupment Academy Principal
	Richard Ardron (RA)
	Marylebone Boys School

	Secondary Recoupment Academy Head
	Vacant
	

	Secondary Recoupment Academy
	Michael Bithell (MB) (Vice Chair)
	United Westminster Schools Foundation

	Alternative Provision Academy
	Wasim Butt (WB)
	TBAP

	Primary Recoupment Academy Head 
	Louisa Lochner (LL)
	Gateway Academy

	Maintained Nursery Schools
	1 member
	

	Nursery Head
	Liz Hillyard (LH)
	Tachbrook Nursery

	Special Schools
	1 member
	

	Special Schools Head
	Vacant
	

	Early Years (PVI)
	1 member
	

	
	John Trow-Smith (JTS)
	LEYF

	14-19 Representative
	1 member
	

	Secondary Head
	Kathryn Pugh (KP)
	The St Marylebone CofE School

	Officers 
	
	

	Director of Education
	Ian Heggs (IH)
	Bi-Borough Children’s Services

	Director of Operations and Programmes
	Andrew Tagg (AT)
	Bi-Borough Children’s Services

	Assistant Director SEN, Education
	Julie Ely (JE)
	Bi-Borough Children’s Services

	Lead Strategic Finance Manager
	Anita Stokes (AS)
	Bi-Borough Strategic Finance Education

	Finance Manager 
	Nicholas Grey (NG)
	Bi-Borough Strategic Finance Education

	Senior Finance Manager
	Amanda Anerville (AA)
	Bi-Borough Strategic Finance Education

	Head of School Governor Services/Clerk
	Jackie Saddington (JS)
	Bi-Borough Children’s Services


The meeting of the Schools Forum scheduled for 23 March 2020 was cancelled due to COVID19. Therefore, it was agreed with the Chair, Membership and Local Authority Officers to consider the recommendations by email, as shown on the agenda and accompanying papers. Members were asked to submit their responses by 27 March 2020. The following was agreed by email.
	Item
	
	Action

	1. 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest. 

	

	2. 
	MEMBERSHIP

Mr Andy Balmer, Executive Headteacher of Federation of Westminster Special Schools retired in December 2019.  

 
	

	
	RESOLUTION: Constitution and Membership to be reviewed in June 2020.   


	Clerk

	3. 
	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS HELD ON 13 JANUARY 2020 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2020 were deferred to the meeting in June 2020. 

	

	
	RESOLUTION:   To defer approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2020 

                            to the next meeting.

  
	

	4.
	EARLY YEARS FUNDING 2020/21
Members were asked to provide their observations on the papers and recommendations by 27 March 2020. The following decisions were agreed.

	

	
	RESOLUTION:    i) To note the methodology used to arrive at the budgets and hourly 
                                rate of £6.80 for 3 and 4 year olds and £6.58 for 2 year olds, for  
                                providers, which is transparent and deemed to strike a balance between 
                                allocating the maximum available to all providers while also allowing for 
                                eligible children to benefit from funding for deprivation and the SEN 
                                Inclusion Fund. 
                           ii) To note that the budget set aside for contingency is prudent and 
                               strikes a balance between providing a safeguard for managing 
                               fluctuations and maximising the amount passed directly to all 
                               providers through the hourly base rate.
                          iii)To note the reduction to the SEN Inclusion Fund, from £0.400m to 
                               £0.200m, which has in turn increased the availability of funds for 
                               calculation of the hourly pass-through rate to providers for 
                               2020/21. 
                          iv)To agree the hourly rate of £6.81 to be paid to providers of early 
                               years childcare and education, supported by Appendix A.    

                           v)The final outturn paper to be brought to the June meeting.

	

	5.
	2019/20 DSG BUDGET MONITORING
Members were asked to provide their observations on the papers and recommendations by 27 March 2020. The following decisions were agreed.


	

	
	RESOLUTION:  i) To note the revised 2019/20 DSG allocation of £83.902m 
                              and forecast overspend of £103,000.  

                          ii) To agree the methodology for the allocation of £80,000 
                                to the primary sector as shown in the report at 4.2 and 4.3, subject 

                                to ratification at the June meeting of the Schools’ Forum. 
                          iii) The methodology for the allocation of £80,000 to the                                 
                                secondary sector was not proposed as due to the lockdown  
                                WSSIC (27th March) was cancelled. 

	

	6.
	FALLING ROLLS FUNDING – PROPOSED ALLOCATIONS SUMMARY 2020/21
Members were asked to provide their observations on the papers and recommendations by 27 March 2020. The following decision was agreed.

	

	
	RESOLUTION:  To agree to allocate falling rolls funds to schools meeting the 

                             criteria as shown in Appendix A and fund the balance, above                            
                             the previously agreed budget, of £26,905 from DSG balances. 

	

	7.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business.


	

	8.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting is as follows:

Monday 1 June 2020 – 4.45pm – Westminster City Hall 

	


ACTIONS

	Item 2
	Constitution and Membership to be reviewed in June 2020.   


	AT/JS

	Item 3
	To defer approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2020 to the next meeting.


	JS

	Item 4
	Final outturn paper to be provided to the June meeting.

	AT/AS
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