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Section 1 Background 
 

1. Introduction 
 
This design guidance for Canal Terrace has been produced 
by Queen’s Park Community Council in collaboration with 
Westminster City Council Planning Department. It is 
intended to provide greater certainty to owner occupiers, 
landlords, tenants, builders and architects of what is likely 
to be acceptable in design terms. 
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This guide aims to improve the planning process by 
providing clear, locally specific design guidelines that have 
been informed by Westminster’s Planning Officers. 
However, it should be noted that planning applications are 
determined on more than just design matters, and any 
scheme in this area will also therefore need to comply with 
all relevant policies in the Development Plan. 

 
2. Canal Terrace today 

 
Consists of a terrace of 29 houses which are all privately 
owned. The map below shows Canal Terrace in the context 
of the neighbourhood. 

 
 

 
Harrow Road Open Space     Canal Terrace 
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On the ground floor the first six properties are businesses. 
Of the remaining 23 only further three are businesses. This 
is because they have failed as shops.  They overlook the 
canal and have no backdoor for deliveries and no 
basements for storage and they are not part of the primary 
or secondary shopping area in Harrow Road.  They look 
derelict from the outside. 

 
Harrow Road Elevation 

 
Grand Union Canal Elevation 

 
 
 
 



	 4	

3. A Future look of Canal Terrace? 
 
This could be a beautiful terrace.  If this guide is followed 
it could look like this: 
 

 
Harrow Road Elevation 

 
Grand Union Canal Elevation 
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How Canal Terrace could look from the Grand Union Canal 
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Section 2 The Agreed Plans 
 
1. Drawings 
 
The agreed drawings are to be found attached to this 
document and consist of the following: 
 
a) Harrow Road Elevation 
b) Grand Union Canal Elevation 
c) Typical Plan of the Ground Floor of a residential or 

commercial unit  
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Section 3 Appendices 
 

a) Queen’s Park Community Council (QPCC) 
QPCC was established in May 2014 and is the first and 
only parish council in London. Community Councils 
have the right to be consulted on all planning 
applications in their area.  Since May 2014 QPCC has 
been commenting on all planning applications.  QPCC 
discusses current planning policies with WCC and also 
consults local people about the changes they want to see 
For more information on QPCC please visit our 
website: 
www.queensparkcommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
or get in touch by e-mail: 
info@queensparkcommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

            or phone on: 
            020 8960 5644 
 

b) History of Canal Terrace 
Canal Terrace was built in 1882 by The Artizans 
Labourers and General Dwellings Company who also 
built The Avenues Conservation Estate and Queen’s 
Park Hall.  It consists of a row of terraced houses that 
lay between the Flora Pub and Second Avenue.  In the 
1970s a section of Canal Terrace was demolished and 
left as open space overlooking the canal from Fourth 
Avenue to the Flora Pub. This space would now make 
an excellent pocket park along the edge of the Grand 
Union Canal. 



	 11	

 
1800s: The Parish of St Luke Chelsea 

 
1882: Canal Terrace as built by the Artizans, Labourers & 
General Dwellings Co. (from Fourth Avenue to the Flora Pub) 

 
Present: Canal Terrace with Harrow Road Open Space 
following the demolition of part of the terrace in the 1970s 
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c) What is a conservation area? 
A conservation area is a place of “special architectural or 
historic interest”.  Westminster City Council is our Local 
Planning Area and therefore has a duty to identify areas 
of special architectural or historic interest within its 
boundaries.  It must then designate them as 
conservation areas.  Once a conservation area has been 
designated the Local Planning Area has a duty to pay 
special attention to the desirability of preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance of that area.  A 
home owner has fewer rights to alter their property 

 
d) Canal Terrace Conservation Area 

Canal Terrace became part of the Queen’s Park 
Conservation Area in 1991. The Queen’s Park Estate 
Conservation Area was first designated in 1978. The 
Queen’s Park Estate Design Guide plublished in 1995 
gives further details of the estate. 
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